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To  tile  Chairman  & Members 
of  the  Brownhills  Urban 
Distriot  Council* 

Gentlemen, 

The  report  for  1941  is,  as  has  been  the  case  since  the 
1939  report,  a war  time  report.  I shall,  however,  strive  to  give 
you  as  full  an  account  as  possible  of  any  matter  which  I Judge  to 
be  of  special  importance.  The  general  health  of  the  district  during 
1941  was  not  quite  up  to  previous  standards,  nor  can  this  be 
expected*  There  is  a certain  war-time  worry,  a disarrangement  of 
ones  accustomed  mode  of  lUPe,  a necessary  adaptation  to  a diet 
which,  although  wholesome  and  ample  for  the  requirements  of  health 
metabolism,  does  not  give  that  variety  which  is  acceptable  to  the 
teimorary  sick  person.  My  experience,  and  I think,  feat  of  my 
colleagues,  is  that  the  sick  are  taking  a longer  time  to  recover 
their  normal  health.  Especially  is  this  sc  in  Pactory  workers, 
both  in  the  male  and  in  the  female  sex.  This  is  probably  more 
noticeable  in  the  female  part  of  the  population. 

I think  this  could  be  avoided  to  a great  extent  by 
supervised  physical  exercise  and  the  spending  of  leisure  time  In  • 
the  fresh  air.  Taking  into  consideration  the  time  required  to 
adopt  oneself  to  present  conditions  the  general  health  of  the 
distriot  is  fairly  good.  Assuredly,  it  might  be  better. 

One  of  the  chief  matters  of  interest  during  the  year  was 
the  continuation  of  the  attempt,  commenced  during  the  latter  part 
of  1940,  to  persuade  parents  by  propaganda  and  other  means  to 
have  their  children  immunised  against  riphtheria.  This  attempt  has 
had  a fair  amount  of  success,  yet  certainly  not  the  success  that 
one  would  wish.  Children  from  1 to  5 years  and  older  children  from 
8 to  15  years  were  immunised  by  the  private  practitioners  of  the 
distriot,  the  intervening  ages  were  done  by  the  school  medical 
officer.  Up  to  June  1942,  although  strictly  speaking  the  comput- 
ation does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  report,  I estimate 
that  351^  of  the  children  of  the  district,  including 
have  been  immunised.  Much  can  be  done  by  the  Medical 
of  a distriot,  but  probably  even  more  by  the  teachers,  to  persuade 
the  parent  and  the  children  themselves  of  the  ^reat  advantages  and 
the  necessity  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  My  Oounoil,  as 
a whole,  are  so  impressed  with  the  need  for  immunisation  that  they 
would  support  wholeheartedly  compulsory  immunisation. 


evacuees. 

Practitioners 


P.T.O. 
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The  eatimated  population  of  the  district  to  the  middle  of 
the  year  shows  an  increase  over  last  year.  The  following  gives 
the  vital  statistics  for  1941  relating  to  hirths  and  deaths  after 
corrections  for  inward  and  outward  transfers 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total ? - 
Legitimate:- 
Illegi  timatej- 


20^  Males.  190  Pemalesjfor  oalcul- 
194  " 183  )aUng  Infant- 

11  ” 7 ’•  )ile  Maternal 

Mortality. 


To  tal  2 - 

Legitimatej- 

Illegitimate: 


204  Males.  I88  Females )T’or  calcul- 
193  ” 181  " ating  the 

11  •’  7 " )Birth  Bate. 


The  Birth  Bate  per  thousand  live  and  still  hirths;-  19#1. 


STILL  BIRTES. 

Totals-  8 Males.  5 Females, 

fhe  Birth  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  hirths:- 


HEATHS. 

Totals-  132  Males,  93  Females;-  225* 

The  death  rate  per  thousand  of  pcpuldiion  is  10. 9.  The  use 
of  areal  comparability  factor  for  cListricts  are  suspended  for  the 
time  heingi,  On  this  account  the  connected  death  rate  is  not  given. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  were  two. 


This  gives  a rate  of  4.9  per  thousand  live  and  still  hirths. 

DEATHS  OF  INF.A1TTS  IMHEiR  1 YEAR , 

Legitimate;-  II  Males.  10  Females. 

Illegitimate;-  Nil. 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  per  thousand  live  hirths;-  53»1* 

Deaths  from  Oancer  were  30 j Measles;-  2.,  Whaoping  Cough 
were  Nil>  and  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  were  4. 

Statistics  for  England  and  Wales,  London,  125  County  Boroughs 
and  great  towns,  and  148  smaller  towns  and  for  our  own  district 
are  given  in  the  following  table:- 
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Birfch-rates,  Civilian  death  rates,  analyses  of 
Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  case  rates  for 
certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the  year  1941* 
Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly 

Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales. 

r— 

126  O.Bs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London. 

148  smaller 
Towns 

Resident  Pop. 

25,000- 
50,000  at 

1931  Census. 

London 

Adm. 

County. 

Brownhill 

Urban 

DLstriot. 

X 

Rates  p 

3r  1,000  C 

ivilian  popula 

tion:- 

Live  Births* 

14. 2C- 

U.7„ 

16.4 

8.9 

19.; 

still  Births. 

o.5if 

0.58 

0.60 

0.33 

0.63 

Deaths:- 
All  causes 

I2*9f 

14.9 

13.0 

16.3 

10.9 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid* 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Scarlet  Pever* 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping 

Cough. 

O.Ob 

0.07 

C.06 

0,04 

0.00 

Diphtheria* 

0.07 

0.08 

0.06 

0.03 

0.05 

Influenza 

0.19 

0.17 

0.20 

0.15 

0.09 

Smallpox. 

- 

•• 

- 

- 

• 

Measles. 

0.03 

0.03. 

0.03 

0.02 

0.09 

Rates  per  1,000  li 

VO  births:- 

Deaths  under 

1 year  of  age. 

59 

71 

56 

68 

53.1 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

Under  2 years 

•« 

of  age. 

5.1  ■ 

j 

7.5 

4.6 

6.8 

0.19 

♦ These  rates  are  those  published  in  the  quarterly  Return* 
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England 

and 

Wales* 

126  CoBs  148  smaller 
and  Great  Towns 

Towns  1 resident 

including  jpop  . 2 5 > 000- 
London.  | 50, 000  at 

|193l  Census. 

London 

Adm. 

County* 

Brownhilte 

Urlsan 

District* 

X Rate 

s per  1, 

000  Civil 

population:  - 

Notifications:- 
Typhoid  J’ever 

0*03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

Paratyphoid  Pever* 

0.09 

0.12 

0.09 

0.05 

- 

Cerehro  ^inal 

0.25 

Pever:- 

0.31 

0.20 

0.30 

0.19 

Scarlet  Pever* 

1.47 

1.49 

1.51 

1.01 

1.8 

'Whooping  Gough* 

4*39 

4.37 

4.50 

3.50 

2.7 

Diphtheria* 

1.25  1 

1*53 

1.19 

0.93 

1.07 

Erysipelas. 

0*30 

0.36 

0.27 

0.50 

0v83 

Smallpox* 

- 

- 

«• 

m 

Measles. 

10.33 

8.27 

10.47 

4.77 

8.89 

Pnuemonia* 

1.25 

1.53 

1.04 

1.07 

2.59 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Mrths  (live  and  still):- 


/ 


The  total  deaths  numhered  225>  132  Males  and  93  females.  This 
gives  a death  rate  of  10. 9 per  thousand  population®  The  Death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  is  12. 9* 


The  average  death  rate  for  the  previous  5 years  is  11.4. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  number  30.  The  average  for  the  preceding  LO 
years  is  23*  The  highest  number  of  deaths  in  those  10  years,  from 
Cancer,  was  27  in  1938.  The  following  five  tables  give  the  causes 
of  death  and  deaths  under  age  groups 


Mai  e . Eemal  e . TOTAL. 


All  causes. 

Typhoid  & Parat5p)hoid. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Eever. 

Scarlet  Eever. 

Whoo:ping  Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Tuberculosis  of  Eespirato^  syston. 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis;- 
Syphilitic  Diseases :- 
Influenzag- 
Measies ; « 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis:  - 

Acute  Influenzal  Encephali  tis ; - 
Cancer  of  Mouth  ) 

and  Oesophagus  in  Male) 
and  Uterus  ) 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & luodenum:- 
Cancer  of  Breasts- 
Cancer  of  all  other  sitess- 
Diabetes;- 

Intracranial  Eascular  Lesions 
Heart  Diseases- 

Other  Diseases  of  the  circulatory 
System;- 
Bronchi  tis  s “‘ 

Pneumonia;- 

Other  Respiratory  diseases. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum. 
Diarrhoea  unde  r 2 years. 
Appendicitis. 

Other  digestive  diseases. 

Nephritis. 

Puerperal  6c  part  abortive  sepsis s- 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Birth:- 
Congenital  Malformation 
Birth  In/uries 
Infantile  Diseases 


132. 


5 


2 

2 


2 

4 


14 

1 

12 


26 


4 


1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 


2 

2 


13 

2 

4 

4 

.1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 


3 

5 


225. 


P.T.O. 


Suicide* 

Males. 

Eemales* 

1 

Total 

1 

Eoad  Accidents  s- 

2 

1 

S 

Other  violent  Causes 

11 

3 

14 

Other  causes:- 

13 

20 

33- 

IIBATHS  imiBR  AG-E  GROUPS. 
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BIBTHS. 


Live  TDirths  numbered  392*  Of  these  18  were  illegitimate 
The  Birth  Bate  is  I9.I  per  thousand  of  the  population*  The  rate  for 
England  & Wales  is  14.2. 

The  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years  is  18.3. 

The  highest  rate  during  this  period  beiug  last  year, 
when  it  was  21.2, 

The  lowest  rate  during  the  same  period  was  in  I934 
a rate  of  l5*o. 

There  were  I3  still  Births,  8 males  and  5 females. 

The  ra.te  is  0*63. Per  thousand  of  population# 

The  rate  for  the  last  year  was  0#71* 

For  England  and  Wales  it  is  O.Jl. 


lEEAITTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  21,  Males  11  ^n.I 
Females  10.  This  is  a death  Bate  of  53*1  Per  thousand  live 
births.  The  death  rate  for  I939  and  I940  was  40.6. 

The  rate  for  England  Sc  Wales  is  59* 

" - The  average  for  the  preceding  10  years  in  our  district, 
is  67*6. 


The  causes  of  death  are  given  in  the  following  table 
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SOAPIIET  ZEVllRs-*  '-^7  cases. 

There  were  37  oases  of  Scarlet  S’ever*  Of  these.;  ni-ne  oases 
were  sent  to  Hospital,  The  average  nuiiher  of  oases  for  the 
previous  10  years  is  d5*  There  were  nc  deaths  froia  Scarlet  jfQVerc 

Since  1930  there  have  only  "been  two  deaths  frcn  tlrls  cause  in 
our  district. 


DIPHTHERIA.;  ^ 22  cases. 

There  were  22  cases  of  Diphtheria  reported  during  the  year, 

15  of  these  cases  wore  sent  to  Hospital. 

During  the  previous  10  years  there  were  130  cases  of  Diphtheria 
with  nine  deaths.  This  gives  6o5  deaths  to  ever  100  oases. 

One  of  the  22  cases  was  iimnunised  si”  months  previous  to  Ms 
illness. 

An  account  of  the  progress  of  the  immunisation  in  our  district 
is  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  report.  The  Head  teachers  of  the 
various  schools  have  been  asked  to  have  periodic  lectures  given  to 
the  children  in  the  necess.  ity  of  immunisation.  They  have 
enthusiastically  agreed  to  do  this,  I have  already  stated  that  my 
Council  contend  that  Diphtheria  immunisation  ought  to  be  made 
compulsory.  We  shall  always  have  with  us  parents 5 whoj  from  want 
of  thought  and  a certain  amoiint  of  indifference  are  content  to 
avoid  any  positive  effort  to  assure  their  cMldreir's  future  welfare. 

This  type  of  parent  is  fortunately  in  the  nincrity«  but  the 
welfare  of  their  children  is  net  really  a personal  matter  but  is 
the  concern  of  the  nation  as  a wholuo  Diphtheria  like  smallpox, 
can  be  almost  eliminated  from  the  country, 

PHEIMONIAc 

53  casesywere  notified,  12  of  these  cases  diedg  a case  mort- 
ality of  22,6  per  hundred  cases.  The  average  case  mortality  for 
the  previous  ten  years  is  31*8 , Per  the  5 years  ending  I935  the 
case  mcrtalityjis  32,1  per  hundred  cases.  Per  the  1 years  ending 

1940  it  is  31.6. 

Considering  the  extensive  use  now  being  made  of  M & B,  693 
in  treatment,  one  would,  I th''’^k,  "Have  erpected  a larger  reduction 
in  case  mortality,  during  the  five  years  ending  I940. 
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PmiQMBY  TUBEROULOSIS 


' It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  1?  new  pulmonary 

cases  were  notified  and  5 non-pulmonary  oases*  There  were  8 deaths 
•in  pulmonary  cases  and  1 non-pulmonary  death*  The  cases  and  deaths 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  reported  from  1926  to  194-0,  divided  into 
3 periods,  and  the 'yearly  average  taken  in  each  period  gives  the 
following  figures:- 


1926  - 1930 
1931-  1935 
193b  - 194^* 

PUEHPEEIAL  PYREXIA. 

There  was  only  one  case  notified  during  the  year* 
OPPTHAIMIA  NEONATOPUM. 

7 cases,  were  reported,  and  all  these  cases  were  cured* 
The  Health  Visitors  for  the  most  part  carry  out  the  treatment  of 
these  cases  supervised  of  course,  by  the  Medical  Practitioners* 

CEHEBBO  SPINAL  PEVER. . 

There  were  4 cases  of  cerobro  spinal  fever*  2 of  these 
occurred  in  one  family*  The  father  was  a soldier  but  no  trace  of 
any  contact  case  could  be  discovered.  One  of  the  other  cases  was 
in  a man  who  was  working  outside  the  flistrict* 

SCABIES  & IMPETIGO* 

Treatment  of  these  cases  is  being  carried  on  at  the 
First  Aid  Pest  by  the  whole  time  personnel  and  by  the  Health 
Visitors*  They  are  carrying  on  the  duties  enthusiastically  and 
with  excellent  results*  A fuller  account  on  the  treatment  of 
Scabies  at  the  First  Aid  Post  will  i.  be  given  in  next  ye  ars 
report  as  the  work  was  not  commenced  until  I942. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
the  members  of  his  department  for  their  assistance  during  the  year* 
The  Chief  Sanitary  Injector  has  as  usual,  carried  out  his  numerou.s 
duties  in  a most  exemplary  manner,  even  though  his  war-time  duties 
have  hairqpered  him  considerably*  The  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  the  Senior  Clerk  in  addition  to  their  normal  duties  have  both 
done  good  and  efficient  work  in  carrying  out  the  necessary  inspect- 
ions and  disinfections  of  houses  in  connection  with  scabies  and 
impetigo* 

Yours  faithfully, 

POBEKT  G.  BRAnFOBD* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


Oases  roportedo 
Cases.  Pea'bhs* 

1-3* 

14-*  o* 

17.  7. 


KSPOBT  OF  THE  CHIEP  gANI'T/\3?y  J^SmOTOB.. 

X 9 


To  the  Chairman  & Members , , „ 

of  the  Brownhills  Urban  District  OomioiJ.a 

Mr.  Chairman  & Gen tl omen p 

¥ere  I to  present  to  you  a u.e tailed  report  of  the  work 
carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Dopartment  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  you  would  undoubted!}/  be  un.dex’  idle  j-nrpressicn  that  it 
■was  a report  on  government  evacuation  and  Air  Rai3_s  Precautions 
work,  for  a great  deal  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  these  dutieso 
Duri^  the  twelve  months  I have  hold  the  following  additional 
appointments;- 


Chief  Billeting  Officer* 

Officer  in  charge  of  Pirst  Aid  Parties, 
Ambulance  Officer  (Peace  time  and  A*RoP), 
Administration  Officer  for  Pirst  AS.  Posts 
(Under  the  general  direction  of  the  M*0.H). 
Decontamination  of  Poods  tuffs  Officer. 

One  of  the  officers-in- charge  of  the  report 

centre  • 


In  July  I reported  to  you  'that  it  was  impossible  for  me 
to  carry  out  all  these  duties  satisfactorily  and  as  a result  of 
this  I was  relieved  of  my  duties  in  oomection  with  pjrst  Aid 
Parties  and  A.RoPo  ambulances.! 

During  the  months  of  May  ono  Jure  over  1000  evanuees,  700 
of  which  were  unaccompanied  sane  c l chilOr  en  . wore  received  into 
the  district  from  liverpcol  and  J.  am  sure  that  you  wj.ll  readily 
appreciate  th.e  amount  cf  work  which  the  oilleting  of  these 

involved. 


EOUSIMG  work:  ~ ,SMITihY  DHM'POTO  dCo 

It  has  been  found  impc3sib?.a  to  carry  out  regular' 
inspections  of  houses j but  all  complaints  of  nuisances  of  defects 
to  property  received  in  the  department  have  been  dealt  with 
although  considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing the  required  labour  and  material Si» 


MEAT  & POOD  INSPECTION. 

The  only  slaughtering  of  animals  taking  place  in  the 
district  is  that  of  cottagers  pigs.  All  the  other  meat  is 
obtained  from  the  Government  slaughterhouse  at  Walsall  and  as  a 
result  of  this,  oondemnation  of  meat  in  this  district  is 
infinitesimal. 
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Itom  the  figures  given  to  you  monthly  reports  ^ of  canned 
, foods  condemned,  one  is  likely  to  gain  the  impression  that 
inferior  foods  are  "being  canned  or  'Ghat  the  canning  processes  are 
at  fault,  hut  the  real  reason  for  due  increase  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  whereas  before  the  war  the  retailer  merely  had  to  return 
the  faulty  cans  to  the  wholesaler  far  replacement  they  now  draw 
our  attention  to  them  in  order  to  obtain  credit  for  points. 

WATER  Sp-pPLl  c 

The  district  derives  its  public  supply  cf  water  from  the 
mains  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  company. 

Samples  of  the  supply  have  been  taken  during  the  year  and  the 
analyst  repor  ts  that  the  water  is  of  excellent  quality. 

The  few  remaining  wells  in  the  district  have  also  received 
attention.  In  one  instance  the  well  was  closed  and  a public  supply 
of  water  laid  on. 

In  another  instance  the  well  water  was  found  to  be  unsafe  for 
drinking  purposes,  but,  owing  to  the  prohibitive  cost  of  laying 
on  a public  supply  and  the  scarcity  of  materials,  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  tenants  cf  the  houses  to  obtain  their  water 
from  a nearby  well. 


SANITARY  AGOOMODATION . 

Thirty  four  privy-middens  aad  pail  closets  have  been  abolished 
and  wash-dchn  pedestal  water-closets  proviiied  in  lieu  thereof 
during  the  year.  Here  again  shortc.gG  of  labour  and  materials 
has  prevented  us  doing  more  in  this  oonnoctiono 

ERADICATION  Of  EBP  - BUG-Sa 

Eew  complaints  of  infestation  by  bed  bugs  have  been  received 
from  owners  or  occupiers  during  the  year  but  those  received  have 
been  efficiently  dealt  with. 

A/mHIANOE  SERVICE. 

This  service  has  continued  to  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
general  public  but  in  some  instances  it  has  been  abused.  If 
Medical  Practiti orders  would  refuse  to  grant  certificates  to  those 
patients  able  to  travel  by  bus  the  ambulance  would  be  available  for 
mpre  serious  cases.  In  some  instances  the  ambulance  has  taken  a 
sitting  case  to  hospital  but  during  its  absence  it  has  been 
required  for  a serious  accident  case,  thus  necessitating  the  hire- 
ing  of  a neighbouring  authority’s  ambulance. 


P.T.O. 


.;4. 


t 


I still  Gontenl  that  a small  oh.arge  for  the  use  of  the 
amhulanoe  should  he  made  in  all  oases j and  not  merely  for  waiting 
time*  A small  charge  above  the  ordinar:?’  bus  faxe  would  prove 
effective. 

MITJC  & iLlIBIIiS  APTS  6c 

Periodical  visits  have  been  made  to  Dairies  and  cowsheds  in 
the  district*  The  farmers  have  complained  of  shortage  of  labour 
and  any  cause  for  minor  complaints  as  to  cleanliness  etc*,  has  been 
attributed  to  this® 

IimOTIOUS  DISEASE  & disiiipuctions®  , 

Disinfection  of  rooms,  bedding  and  clothes,  has  been 
carried  out  following  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  part- 
iculars of  which  are  contained  in  the  report  of  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health* 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
your  Council  for  their  continued  support,  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  with  whom  it  is  a pleasure  to  work,  for  his  co-operation 
on  all  matt'Ors  pertaining  to  health  subjects,  and  to  the  members 
of  the  staff  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  their 
duties  under  extremely  difficult  conditions. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HOh/iCIE  PEACOCIC. 


CMef  Sanitary  Inspector 


